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graphical passages, such as those which, describe how conscious genius takes its own. impulse for the unerring divine instinct, or express the poet's naive and slightly "bitter resentment on finding himself not a prophet in his own household ; and partly in the subtler self-revelation afforded by the reflection of passing poetic moods, which it may be remarked are surer signs of promise than poetic ideas, because, although they may as easily become conventional, they cannot be so successfully appropriated from others by patience and art, nor can their language ever ring true except numine prcesenti by the very breath of the indwelling Apollo. Slow, confined, and stammering as is their expression in these earliest poems, they show that, however affected by the artificiality and turgidity, the false sentiment, the low motive, and the sensational accessories of the Byronic model, the young poet turned naturally to his own experience, and could write from his heart.
In particular, two characteristics come oat as primary in Poe's nature. He was one of the proudest of men, and from many expressions here it is plain that he cultivated pride, even in boyhood. He thought it the distinctive manly quality. He declares with emphasis that every nobly endowed soul, conscious of its power, will ever
" Find Pride the ruler of its -will."
Byron had sown the evil seed, but it had fallen in
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